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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



The acclimatisation of Trout proceeds satisfaictorily. In Sep- 
tember last 1065 Brown Trout ova, and 150 of the spawn of the 
Salmon Trout, were imported from Tasmania, the greater portion 
of which were successfmlj hatched out* The Salmon Trout were 
retained in the Ponds for breeding purposes. The whole of the 
Blown Trout haye been distribute as follows 



Messrs Steuart and Cuthbertson, Waiau 


... 47 




Mr Thomfain, Centre Hill 


... 60 




Mr Bogers^ Ejre Creek ... 


... 60 




Dr Menzies, Mataura 


... 60 




Qtteenstown Corporation Ponds 


... 100 




l^per Makarewa Stream 
Waihopai ^ 


...350 




... 100 




Av^aikiftu •«« ««« 


... 120 




Total 


... 867 





teing OTor 80 per cent, actually sent away. 

The unprecedentedlj dry season caused a great diminution in 
the supply of water to the Ponds already excavated ; it was 
therefore deemed desirable to prepare two fresh Ponds, below 
the lowest spring, Mr Morton haying kindly granted an ex- 
tended area of ground for that purpose. These were completed 
about two months ago at a yery moderate cost, and they present 
in every respect a marked superiority to those previously con- 
structed. At removal it was found that the two-year old fish 
were very short in point of numbers, owing to the constant 
bursting of the dam dating the heavy rains. This evil is avoided 
in the new Ponds^ the waters of which are not headed up, the 
creek being allowed its natural level. 

The loss of the yearHng^fish was qmte trifling, two only being 
short, and as the Pond into which they are placed is covered 
with netting, all chance of their being destroyed by cormorants 
is avoided. 

The Society may expect a fair supply of ova from . these fish 
during the present winter, with a very large increase during Jhe 
ensuing year. 

A further supply of Salmon Trout ova has been written for 
from Tasmania, and arrangements are contemplated, which the 
Society trusts will enable them to add the ova of Salmon and 
the American White Fish for acclimatisation in the rivers and. 
lakes of the district. 
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Pheasants from Cbristcfanrch and AnckTand have been pisaeecl 
nnder the charge of the Curator, and aviaries built for their 
accommodation. 266 eggs were distributed throughout the^ 
district, but the hatching has. not been very successtul. It i» 
proposed therefore in future to erect suitable accommodation for 
fowls under the supervision of the Curator, which will no doubt 
prove most beneficial in its results, and as several Bhihma fowlse 
nave been promised to the Society, the sales of their eggs will 
prove remunerative, while their known good qualities as mothers 
will greatly assist in the succesrful rearing of the young 
pheasants. 

Two hares have been received from Melbourne, which were 
turned out on the property of Mr Basstian, near Halfway Bush- 
More would have been received, but great di£Sculty was ex- 
perienced in trapping them last season ; a further supply may 
shortly be expected. 

A supply of Califomian tree seeda, received from the Otaga 
Society, and from the G^eneral Government, through Dr Menzies,. 
has been placed partly in the handa of Mr Cooper, gardener, for 
cultivation, and the remainder distributed among private in- 
dividuals. Some of these seeds have germinated and grown 
admirably, especially those of the pinus imigms and WeUingtonia 
gigantiOf while others have entirely failed. On the whole, there 
will probably be a fair number of ^oung plants for distribution 
among members of the Society dunng the ensuing spring. 

The Committee have forwarded an order to England for a small 
supply of the best sowing linseed, in the hm)e that, from the 
satisfactory account of the progress of the Flax plant in South 
Australia, and the fact that the climate ot this country is un- 
surpassed for its favorable culture, farmers will be induced to 
obtain a little, to satisfy themselves that it will rank among the 
most valuable products of their farms. It ma^ be further 
stated that the Committee are engaged in obtaining tuil informa- 
tion and statistics with regard to this plant, for the public 
benefit. 

The Committee regret that the means at their disposal have 
not enabled them to do more than has been shown during the 
* foregoing 12 months. It is hoped, however, that a subsidy will 
be granted by the Otago Government, so that their efforts may 
be directed towards the introduction of insectivorus and other 
useful birds. But as this subsidy (if granted) will probably be 
in proportion to the subscriptions received, it is earnestlv hoped 
that all those resident in the district, who are able, will assist 
the Committee by enrolling their names as subscribers, because 
however willing they (the Committee) may be to do their share 
for the benefit of the district, their usefulness in this most im- 
portant branch of colonisation can only be apportioned with the 
means at their disposal. 
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D.M<Kellar 



DONATION EEOM 1st APEIL, 1870. 



£S • 



SXJBSCEIPTIONS EEOM 1»t AFEIL, 18.70. 



Hon. J. A. B. MenzioB 
Mr W. Bassell 
^ I). L. Ifatheson 

— H. M'OuUooh ., 

— D. M'Arthur 

— 0. Howard 

— R. Gilmoor 

— 0. S. Crouch 

— T. M. Macdonald 

— J. M'Pherson 

— J. Har?ej „ 

— T.WatBon 

— D. 8. Montogu ., 
— - John Blacklock 

— W. Oonyers 

— B. Tapper 

... a. T. ThomhiU 

— H.G. Bolder 

— L. Home 
W. Wood 

— B. D. Butto 

— W. Stuart 

— John Bom 



LIEB MEMBBES. 



Mport, Morton 
Bell, a. M. 
Clifford, a. P. 
HUl,WilUam 
Howard, H. 
M'Kellar, D. 



Honorary 
£6 
Honorary 
£5 5 
10 
6 5 



£1 



£27 8 O 



M<£ellar,P. ... £S 5 

M*Neil,A. ... 10 

Norte, W. H. ... 6 5 
Bogers, Joseph ... 5 5 
Smith, George ... Honorary 
Wentworth, Fitswilliam £6 5 



LIST OF PBES0N8 
Who hare either by Donations of Animals, Birds, Plants, Seeds, &0n or by 
serrioes rendered, aided the Society in carrying out its objeotSy to 
March, 1871. 



Allport, Joseph 
Allport, Morton 
Cameron, Hugh 
Carrick, Alexander 
Clifford, a. P. 
Gray, W. 
John son, A. M. 
Kirk, Thomas 



Le Sosuf, Albert 

Lucas, Capt. s.s. Southern Cross 

MacGibbon, John 

Murison, W. D. 

Pierce, Capt. b.s. Gothenburg 

Bogers, Joseph 

Smith, George 
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TOE RULES AND OBJECTS 

OP TB« 



Objects off the Society. 

1. The objects of the Society sball be tbe introduction, 
wclimatisation, and domestication of all innoxious animals, birds^ 
fishes, insects, and vegetables, whether useful or ornamental ; 
the perfection, propagation, and hybridisation of races newly 
introduced or already domesticated ; the spread of indigenous 
luiimals, from pmrts of the colony where they are idready 
known to other localities where they are not known ; the 
procuring, whether b^ purchase, gift, or exchange, of animals, 
Ac., from Great Britain, the British Colonies, and foreign 
countries ; the transmissicm of animals, &c., from the colony to 
England and foreign parts in exchange for others sent them to 
the Society ; the holding of ^riodicAl meetings, and the pubU- 
oation of reports and transactions for the purpose of spreading 
Imowledge of acclimatisation, and enquiring into the causes of 
success or failure ; the interchiuige of reports, Ac,, with kindred 
Associations in other parts of the world, with the yiew, by 
correspondence and mutual good offices, of giving the widest 
possible 49Cope to the project of acclimatisation ; the conferring 
TCwards, honorary or intrinsically valuable, upon seafaring men, 
passengers from distant countries, and others who may render 
valuable s(^ces to the cause of acclimatisation. 

membership. 

2. A subscriber of five shillings or upwards annually 
«hall be a member of the Society ; and contributors, within one 
year, of ten guineas or upwards, shall be life members of the 
Society ; and any person who may render special services to the 
Society, by contribution of stock or otherwise, shall be eli^Me 
for life membership, and may be elected as such by the Com- 
mittee, or by any annual general meeting. 
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S«btcrl|itloii». 

8. The annual subscriptions shall be payable on or after 
the first day of April in each year, and may be received by any 
member of the Committee or the Collector, either of whom on 
receiving the same shall cause the person so subscribing to be 
enrolled a member accordingly. 

Votes. 

4. In the discussion of all matters submitted to the votes 
of the Society, annual subscribers of five shillings shall be 
entitled to one vote ; subscribers of ten shillings, fifteen shillings, 
and one guinea, shall be entitled to two, three, and four votes 
respectively ; no member to have more than four votes, and all 
members to be eligible for election in the Committee. 

Prop«rtj to Test in OTrmit^ea. 

6. All the property of the Society, of what nature and 
kind soever, shall vest in trustees, to be appointed by the 
Gommitteey for the use, purpose, and benefit of the Society. 

XxecvtlTe OfllceM. Comiat tt eo. 

6. The Society shall be governed by a Committee of 
eighteen members, the majority of whom shall be resident in 
town, to include a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and an 
Honorary Secretary, to be elected b^ ballot at the annual 
general meeting, six of whom shall retire annually, viz., the six 
who have been longest on Committee ednce being last elected. 

Vacancj in OomBiiMee. 

7. In case of a Tacancy occurring by the death, 
resignation, or non-attendance of any town meinber of Committee 
for the period of two months, the remaining members may 
appoint another member of the Society to be a member of the 
Committee in the place and stead of the deceased, resigned, or 
absenting member, and such new member may act until the next 
annual general meeting : provided that such vacancy shall not 
be supphed by the Committee except after some d^ys' notice 
given of the member to be proposed, and unless in the 
presence of at least, seven members of the Committee. 

doBoral HeetiBBm 

8. The Society shall hold general meetings in the first 
weeks of April and October in each year, and nine members 
shsJl form a quorum. At such meetings, papers and other com- 
mimications relating to the objects of the Society, and reports 
prepared by the Committee sluJl be received, and such discus- 
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sioDfl sliall be encouraged ae maj be of value in propagating a 
knowledge of acclimatisation amongst the members and the public, 
and such business generally shall be disposed of as may be brought 
underleonsideraticn by the Committee^ or bj^ any member who 
shall have given seren days' previous notice thereof to the 
Secretary, or as a majority of two-thirds of the members present 
shall see fit to entertain and consider ; and each member shall 
h^ve the privilege of introducing two friends at such meetings. 

JSeetiBVi of CoinMlttee^ 

9. The Committee shall meet at least on^ a month, and 
three members (of whom the President, Vice President, Treasurer^ 
or Honorary Secretary shjJl be one) shall form a quorum, and be 
capable of transacting the business of the Committee, subject to 
such limitations as may be impoaed by any bye-laws of the 
Committee, or rule or resolution of the Society, which may be 
hereafter made. 

10. The Committee shall have the sole management of 
the affairs of the Society, and of the income and property thereof, 
for the uses, purposes, and benefit of the Society ; and shall 
appoint paid servants, as a Manager or Secretary, Collector, and 
such other ofiScers, clerks, and laborers, and at such salaries as 
they may deem necessary, and have the sole right of removing 
them if they think fit, and shall prescribe their respective duties. 
And such Committee shall have power to consider and determine 
all matters, either directly or indirectly affecting the interests of 
the Society, and, if they shall thiii^ fit to do so, shall bring the 
same under the notice of the members of the Society, at any 
general or special meeting ; and to nuUce such bye-laws as they 
may deem necessary for the ef&cient management of the affairs 
and the promotion of the objects of the Society, and for the 
conduct of the business of the Committee, provided the same ave 
not repugnant to these rules ; to appoint one or more sub- 
committees for any purpose contemplated by t^ese rules ; and 
generally to perform such acts as may be requisite to carry out 
the objects of the Society, which bye-laws are to be subject to 
ratification, or emendation, or rejection by the next annual or 
special general meeting of the Society. And it sh^ be the duty 
of the Committee to exercise the forej^oing powers as occasion 
shall require, and to furnish reports of the proceedings at every 
periodical and annual meeting of the Sociely, 

11. At the general meetizig held in Aftil in eaph 



Digitized by 



the Committed skall Tepott their {Meeedlngg cturlng tlie past 
year, and shall pi*odtlce their aceoantSt duly audited, for publica- 
tion if deemed desirable. The six memb^ of the Committee 
shall then retire from ofSce^ and the meeting; shall fill up the 
vacancies for the ensuing year before proceeding with anj other 
business. 

12. The Committee shall ^ have the power td receive 
donations or subscriptions for specific purposes within the objects 
of the Sodetj, subject to sudi terms and conditions as the donors 
may wish. 

18, The mode of electing members of tiie Committc^e 
shall be bj ballot 

n«etlMi <M#e MMM. 

14. The IMident, Tiee-Presldenty Treasurer, and 
Secretary shall be chosen annually by the Committee £rom their 
own body. 

15. Thd Society shall have power td afilliate or associate 
Itself with other Societies of kindred objects, and to found 
Sranch Societies if desirable, and the Committee shall have 
power to carry out any arrangements for this purpose^ and to 
furnish any monthly or other rep«rc. 

16. Minutes shall be made in books kept for the purpose 
of aU the proceedings at the general and special meetings of the 
members^ and minutes shall also be made of the proceedings of 
the Committee at their general and special meetings, and of the 
names of the members attending the same, and such minutes 
shall be open to inspection by any member of the Society at all 
reasonable times. 

17. All subseriptioos and other moneys jpayable to the 
Society shall be paid to the Treasurer, who shall fomwith place 
the same in a bank, to be named by the Committee, to the credit 
of the Society) and no sum shall be paid on account of the 
Society cintil the same shall have been ordered by the Committee, 
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ftild dtich order he duly entei^ed in the bodk of tke proceecliags df 
the Committee ; and all chal'ges shall be signed by the Treasurer 
as ftuch, and eoontersigned by the Honorary Secretary, or by 
some other member of the Committee delegated by the Com- 
mittee tb act as sneh. 

18. At all meetings of the Society or Committee, the 
President, or in his absence the Vice-President, shall take the 
chair. In the absence <tf both, the meeting shall elect a 
Chairman. l?he Chairman at all meetings shall haye a casting 
Vote in addition to his original vote or votes. 

Jr«iUe of M99timg^ 

19i Dnd notice of all meetings shall be given by the 
Secretary by advertisement or otherwise, to the persons entitled 
to attend, and at least ten days' notice for the general meetings 
in April and September. 

nptM at«otiMgs. 

^0. Upon receiving a requisition in Writing, signed by 
twelve or more members of the Society, or moon a resolution of 
the Committee, the President, or in his aosence the Yice-i 
President, shall convene a special meeting of the members,^ to be 
held within fifteen days of the receipt by him of such inquisition 
or resolution : provided always that such requisition or resolution, 
and the notices tfaereundet, concei'ning the meeting, shall specify 
the subject to be considered at such meeting, and that subject 
only shall be discussed at such meeting. 

21. iThe Committee, or any general meeting of the 
Society, may admit as Honorary Members such ladies or 
gentlemen as may have distinguished themselves in conoectioa 
with the objects of the Seciety, or in objects of a kindred nature. 

Po^«r to illior rolos* 

22. It shall be lawful for any annual or special meeting 
of the Society to alter^ vary, or amend the rules after a notice 
specifying the nature of such alteration, variation, or amendment 
shall have been given to the Secretary, fifteen days before the 
holding of such meetings and such alteration^ variation, or 
amendment shall be valid if carry by a majority of not less than 
two-thirds of the members present at such meeting. 
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]f M-PAymcBt of SnlMcriptlons. 

23. All privileges of membership shall cease in case any 
member shall be three months in ^rrear, subject however to his 
restoration on the payment of his subscription as aforesaid, 
accompanied by satisfactory explanations. 
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